University

) of Victoria Graduate Studies

Notice of the Final Oral Examination
for the Degree of Master of Arts

of

ISAAC ROSENBERG

BA (University of British Columbia, 2012)

“*A Lifetime of Activism”: Doing Feminist Men’s Work from a Social
Justice Paradigm”

Interdisciplinary Studies

Thursday, September 7, 2017
12:00 p.m.
Clearihue Building
Room B115

Supervisory Committee:
Dr. Steve Garlick, Department of Sociology, University of Victoria (Supervisor)
Dr. Annalee Lepp, Department of Gender Studies, UVic (Co-Supervisor)

External Examiner:
Dr. Catherine McGregor, School of Educational Psychology and Leadership Studies, UVic

Chair of Oral Examination:
Dr. Scott Watson, Department of Political Science, UVic

Dr. David Capson, Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies




Abstract

This thesis focuses on the projects and experiences of social justice organizers who place an
emphasis on working to address heteropatriarchy and its impacts, work that | call men’s work. In
particular, these are organizers who take an intersectional, social justice approach to this work. In
order to recognize who organizers are and the kinds of projects they engage in, | describe four major
project themes within men’s work and briefly explore their potentials and pitfalls according to those
who are involved in them. | then analyze a number of the various considerations, tensions, and
difficulties that arise for these organizers, particularly the personal and interpersonal components. In
order to support organizers to be resilient and successful when faced with these issues, | conclude by
sharing a variety of ways they may choose to navigate the various complexities they encounter in

their organizing and in their communities.




